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AUCTION

HE final test of skill auction
T comes, of course, in v-off,
and the player with ability to
make the maximum of tricks the
pley hae & decided ndvantage over the
weaker man
In the first place, the good player |
ean bid his hand to its full strength |
with the knowledge thut he is sure
score the limit in the play-off, and at
the same time he 1s able to take ad- |
vantage of the weak play of an oppo-
nent to the extent, perhups, of & trick
to each hand. Hence he can force u

the p

in

|
weak playing opponent to & high con- |
|

tract that is likely to net a good bonus.

There are many ordinary players who |
| and the game p

seem to judge correctly the bidding

value of hands, but who flounder and |
{ail in the play-off. *“Card sense,” de- ;L_\' the recognized suthority on the

fined as & natural ability to do the cor-
rect thing in play at card games, is
Iscking, or perbaps the constitutions]
defect of not caring to take pains to do
anything well may be to blame. |

No one point in suction sccentuates
this point more than the knowing or
not knowing when to change from an |
original to a secondary lead in the play.
How many rubbers one constantly sees
thrown to a pair, unwarranted by their
holdings, for the renson thut a player is
unable to diagnose the point at whict
to switeh a lead for good defence. The
play occurs oftener, of course, against |
the declarer, for the reason that the ex- |
posed dummy generally marks hin mc-
tion. A pluyer who can get the maxi-
mum of tricks in the play-off bas & big

reentage in his favor in every rub-

loffensive
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The score was first
and as the spade bids

plicity in form, and is
into popular favor.

game, love-all,
were eliminated

yed with elubs as the

rapidly coming

North declared one royal, assured of

his partner's recognit

| value in & third hand bid, whie

tells of
strength
trump. South
elubs, although the op
him. Fear of leading

timen defens

East
overcalled

of possible
often-

than

on {l
rather
bid one n

with tw
ening was with
up to & tenace,

we

o

giving the opponents an immediate
trick in the pult without their com-
mand being relinquished, probably

biddin

%;m!

Iy,

would have cre
ferred Lo as causing
and & supporting bid ¢

ed the situstion

the cards which

ra-
South's anxiety.
f two no-trumgp

er, and where the gaume i# played for | followed s a mutier of course
This bid was final, and in the play-

even a amall stake this sdvantage is &
valuable ssset.

Duplicate auction the
motive for good play without the ob.
noxious question of a stake, for the

furnishes

reason that the same hands are played | Dummy then led diamonds, East

by other teams sand the comparison of
pfuy demonsirates readily the differ
ence of good and bad work upon esch

considerable
play
fhe hand not
‘ng from an

following hand
discussion was raised over the
relating to the subject
only ilustrates the switgy

off South opered
spades to his partner’
dummy holding the

cight, as North refu

g Tour t

sing and makin

with

the two of
s declared suit,
trick with the
ed to go up.
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ricks in the suit

A low spade following was won by
North with the ace over dummy's
queen, The two discurds forced from

South on the Inst two t
the king of clubs und t

What interpretation
his partner's play wus

ricks were, lirst,
ben u low heart
North put on
not expluimed

¥iginal lead, but also gombines the «t the time, but when he led his top

| loweat value sturted with “No
bid." Although officially adopted
!n‘\.'
| of muetion in this country, the Whist
| Club of New York, this rule appe
| many players on account of its sim-

Now
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PLAYING OBSTACLE GOLF o ORMOND FLORIDA

'EARLY DAYS OF LENT FIND PLENTY OF

SOCIAL ACTIVITY IN THE WINTER
HAUNTS OF SOCIETY.
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shepherd, Miss Edith Shep

Cole, of Bouth Orange,
Georgina Dismukes was
Mr. und Mrs. J. H. Lyman,

MIAMI

More than a Hundred Yachts

Are in This Florida Harbor,
K Fla., Feb. 20.

the appearance of 1
than & hundred yuc
m with leaders of z0¢
¢ in the harbor; the He
of the Flagler system,
so are the dozen other
g,  All over the small
gprung up here in the
eurs there the rush of

Minmi has rap-
. 1

on

nt of chief interest
wis the ball game
Vanderbilt, jr., David
P Godfrey Hockefeller, of
York, were largely instrumental

in bringing sbout One team, com-
posed of visitors from the Royal Palm,
George FPutnam, Wallace
Vietor Vernon, Harry C
A Brady, Walter Mitchell,

Ilis Cooling, Juck Cleary and Bar-
Moran They were opposed by
1e Lalte Placid team, which won 5 to 1.

Mr. and Mrs.

mived that he viewed his pariner's
disenrd ns o command to lead through

strength in hearts, instead of up to
golid c¢lubs. The lead of & heart made
only two more tr possible for
North and South, the opponents going

game on the hand with four odd tricks,

I strongest possible play
pnts, it \\uuL! have been
for North and BSouth
saved game, but along the

1o

declarer chose to adopt a more
determined opposition would have
most likely brought forth successful
results, thereby saving the game. Had
North postponed the winning of the
of spades until the third round,
two tricks, instead of three, in

the suit would huve been possible for
the oppone With two re-entries in
hearts, Sout could have made his
clubs if an immedinte lead in the suit

had been made. The final result would
huve shown five tricks and a saved
game for North and South.

While direct responsibility for the
loss of the game cunnot be laid at
North's door, because of the oppor-
tunity open for the opponent's game
going, his want of foresight in not
anticipating the opponent’s probabile
action was nevertheless reprehensible.
Notwithstanding u rauther dark outlook
far as the gaining of tricks was
coneerned, it should have been appur-
ent to him that clubs offered the only
chance for sufficient tricks for the
saving of game. Dummy's length in
hearts was a guide to this view

Viewing the situation in this man-
ner and holding up his spades to make
a third trick for the opponenta de-
pendent upon a re-entry in East's hand,
North, by the proper secondary lead
of clubs, his partner's deeclared suit,
would have saved the game if antiei-
puted action of the opponent’s had
been carried oul.

The ability to enrefully and quickly
analyze s hand and draw proper con-
clusions ns to the probable distribution
und loeation of the cards of the various
suits based upon the bidding is an es-
sential for the correet opening on all
hands. When the original lead has been
determined on and the dummy hand ex-
posed, it is then important to revise
one's estimate in order to determine
the best course to be pursued for the
hi_hest interests of the parbaership. In
the following hand we seck to illus-

e more effective by red spot lights. | gave

William J. Matheson’

| South

one of the largest dinner parties
of the weck villa, Swas
Their guest i rt
Stephien Thach, Joseph P. Gri '
arles Coster, Mr, and Mrs, Kirk
Munroe, Dr. and Mrs. James M. Jack-

gon and the Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John
N. MacGonigle, At u luncheon a few
ago they entertained Paul D.
ath, T. A. Gillespie and John P.

rEpie, of New York.

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS
Largest Orowd Since Christ-

mas Holidays Arrives at Resort

White Sulphur Springs, W. Va,, Feb
2.~ The biggest throng since the
Christmas holidays has arrived at the
New Greenbrier during the last two
days. Many who came arrived in time
to participate in the annual Washing-
ton's Birthday asnniversary bsall on
Mond night,

ny

Every day reservations are made by
telegraph by visitors now at Aiken,
Cam , Palm Beach and the other
Southern resorts. Mrs. Herbert M.
Harriman, who is wmrriving at Aiken
next week, will arrive here on March
10 for her annual spring “kur,” and
other Aiken visitors expeeted at the
New Greenbrier inelude Mr. and Mrs.
Ilevereux Emmet, Mrs. Clarence W,
Dolan and Mr, and Mrs. Frederick 0O,
Beuch and Willilam K. Vand:rbilt, who
were here before the Christmas holi-
days

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sanford arrived

in & set match recently in this city:
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No score, first game

South declared one spade. West bid
no trump on his strong diamond hold-
ing, with stoppers in two suits.

South called two clubs in order to
direct his partnér's lead, and West bid
two diamonds, showing his strength
in suit now on account of his weak-
ness in the opponent's declared suit.
With marked strength in clubs and an
ace besides, East made the partner-
ship declaration two no-trump, which
was final

On the play-off North's six of clubs
ut the opening went to dummy's queen,

refusing to overtake. Dummy
led the ten of diamonds, West
finessed und the trick went to North's'
king. North led his remmining eclub,
dummy playing the ten and South win-
ning with the jack. South continuved
c¢luba, leading the ace and one of his
lower cards, and established u winning
card in the suit by forcing out the op-

penent's king.

The defensive measures proved
worthless, however, as the opponents
had two suits which were solid. West

mude all his diamonds and the balance
of the tricks went to dummy,

Only two clubs and a diamond scor-
ing against them, East and West, with
four-odd, went sutnr on the hand

A common failing of many players is
illustrated in the way North and
South handled their eards, It showed
persistence in establishing a suit with-
out due consideration of the value of
such form of play. South's estimate of
probable tricks to prevent the adverse
side from going game, no doubt, in
cluded three tricks in elubs. To these !
could be added the ace of hearts and

| ular players

from Florida thiz week to take the
kur,” did W. W, Johnson and
E. Wi er, of Fhiladelphin, who came

from Palm Beach

>—

WATER SPORTS
AT HOT SPRINGS

Hot Springs, V., Feb. 20.
hus surely reached Hot Springs. Each
day finds a notable addition to the
throng already here. Anything but a
winter pleture is suggested by the
smurt and gay crowds promenading the
Homestend porches *h morning, their
many eolored costumes silhouetted
aguninst a haze-laden background of
blue-ridged hills.

Spring

Horseback riding, driving, mountain
elimbing and golf each has its share of
devotees. Mr., and lirs. D. Magitland
Armstrong Mrs. W. F. Lefferts, of
! York, er daily trampa up Dela-

Nuw York, enjoy
field and Deer Lick mountains, Other
climbers include Mr. and Mrs. Fred-

er Mr. and Mrz. Edwin Hope
Murdock, N and Mrs. Rulph Under-
hill and Mrs. Lesalie Plinwell.

Mrs, George Biddle and Mrs, Andrew
Blair, who arrived recently for the
“kur,” indu in frequent rides to
Warm Springs and Flag Rock.

A group of Brooklyn and New York
people lunching at Fassifern Farm
after a nine-mile canter, included John

urpose of | heart to the next lead it could be sur-!trate the point. The hand was played| one trick from his partner to make the

essential five tricks for game saving at
love score. What the opponents would
do in the meantime, and illustrated by
actun! oecurrence on hand, was entire-
ly abzent from South’s caleulations.

If t ought that a certain number
of tric might be developed in his
hand in the course of play was really
uppermost in South's mind, and he
based his wection aeccordingly, he
pdopted n procedure which if reversed
would have given him a clear insight
into and and led to the saving of
the game?

How many trick
develop ?

f

the
eould the opponents

should have received

That
precedence
ick

question

ted in this
nated the

If South had eaiculs

tr
fs

strength in his own id and in
dummy's. Upon this could be based
West's probable strength in diamondas.

t, elearly the basis of
a no trump and <uch strength as to
warrant a suit declarntion sfterward,
could at least be counted upon to fur-
1 four or five tricks as & minimum

The diamond

to compensate for the absence of
marked strength werwise. With one
trick in elubs as the result of the

he sce of spades,
e opponents could
them nearly their

opening lead and
enough tricks for

Le foreseen

requirement for game. That danger
A d  immed y suggest drastic
messures o sure a4 number of

tricks—not merely one

A secondary suit lead of n heart in
the -hope of a prior establishment of
partnership hearts to the establizh-
ment of erse diamonds would
be the o logical construction upon
winning the first trick, if the reason
advanced here had been foremost in the
nlayer's mind, and a saved game for
North and South would have been the
rezult of the making of five tricks
three hearts and one dismond and one
club

Ther= in no one point that marks the
weak player more than the non-con-
sideration of n play of the hands that
will furnish ample defence against an
opponent. They seem, instead of eare-
ful analysis, to play in a haphazard,
fatalistic manner and become unpop-
1 most suction cireles,
g hund is alse taken
icate auction contest, and

The foll
from a du

to his play to the firat|

A, McKay, Merton L. Muir, James S.
Lawson, Mr. and Mrs, J. M. Gidding,
Mre. Charles Poter Doelger, Mr. and
Mrs. William Riley, John H. Watkins
and W wm Gash.

John Hays Hammond and Miss Jean
Hinsdale played eighteen holes of golf
to-day. Others golfers included John
Fuy, Fred Harpham, Mr. and Mrs,
Jumes Fitzpatrick, Miss Madeline Noll-
man, Melbourne Gray, Wallace W.
Critehett, Charles H. Pickens, Cowley
(Marke, Mr, and Mrs. Fred J. Davis, Ed-
mund F, Price, Jumes S. Lawson, Albert
Plimpton and Henry P. Duke.

Quite & colony of Germans living in

London, Paris and Petrograd prior co
1 the war has gradually collected at the
| Homestead. A farewell party was ten-

dered Mr. and Mrs, Fritz Hoenhause,

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Fox and Eitel C.
Hougton on Thursday evening. They

left far Brooklyn yesterday,

Mrs. Clarkson Cow! and Arthur Cowl,
of Brookiyn, who spent January here,
are ia Bermuda for an extended wacht-

| ing trip.

Meyer, of Montelair, was
joined to-day by his wife and daughter,
Miss Irene E. Meyer.

In spite of outdoor pastimes, dancing
end auction bridge claim a larg. and
enthusiastic band of followers. Each
evening the tables grouped about the
lobby near the octagonal ballroom are
filled, and bidding runs high. Among
those oftenest participating are Mr.
und Mrs. H, P. Seott, jr., Mr. and Mrs.
FEdward E, Lucas, Mrs, Randolph Cobe,
Mrs, George Peabody Gardiner, Dr.and
Mra. George P. Gessler, Miss Mildred
R. Croas, Mrs. Harold H. Shott, Mr.
| and Mrs. E. F. Price, Mr, and Mrs. Har-
| vey S. Sanford, J. Newton Marshall,

Henry C.

NEWPORT LOOKS FORWARD TO

EARLY

\  Newport, R. 1., Feb. 20.—The advance

reports that have reached here are a
sure sign that the season is to open up
early this year. This has been expect-
¢d, but the reports show it for a surety.
On one day during the week it was re-
worted that Mrs. J. R. Busk and Miss
Margaret Busk, who are having im-
yrovements added to Indian Spring;
.{-'ormur Commodore and Mrs, zlrthnl'
Curtiss James, at present at Miami;
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore M. Davis, Mr,
and Mrs. R, Horace Gallatin, Mr, and
Mrs. Elisha Dyer, Mrs., Burke Roche,
Migas Marths Codman and Mrs. William
Watts Sherman, would open their es-
tates in May.

Mre. Hamilton McK. Twombly is also
expected to be an early arrival at Vin-
land. She was here early in the week

OPENING OF SEASCON

making an inspection of the place and
arranging for the spring work to be
done. Mrs. Charles H. Baldwin is slso
expected earlier than usual this year
| and she is already having some im-
provements made at Snug Harbor.
|

There has already been a large
| amount of work started at The Elms,
| the summer home of Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
'ward J., Berwind. The improvement
’work on this estate seems to be end-
088,
have added something until they have
casily one of
| beautiful estates here. As each epring
| approaches they think of some other
| improvement, and work on it is con-
tracted for. Last year there was a
large amount of work done on the

good play further accentuates the

point:
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Secore, rubber game, North and South
nothing, East and West 10,

South declared one diamond, West
over-called with one no-trump. North
increased his partner's dinmonds, bid-
ding two in the suit and West, reason-
ably sure of stopping diamonds, de-
clared two no-trumps.

North doubled, and the hand was
played at that contract. The jack of
diamonds at the opening of the play-off
held the triek, West refusing to go up.
Another lead compelled West to take
the trick, as South again played low.
Two rounds of clubs which West now
| led showed by dummy's low cards and
South's singleton a trick in the suit
for North, with the jack high card if
clubs were pursued further.

West, therefore, switched to hearts,
leading the queen in an effort to re-
tain command of all suits, and North
won with the king.

Right here North showed his appreei-
ation of the situation and furnished an
example of carefully considered play
from which many may derive profit.
Instead of hastily throwing the lead to
his partner with his remaining dia-
mond he stopped long enough to con-
sider possible results following foreed
discards, the outeome of the leadin
of winning diamonds. His analysis o
the hand included safe discarding up
to the ninth trick—at the leading of
the last diamond. What eard could he
spare then? Of the five cards remnin-
ing, king, queen of spades, jack, nine
of clubs and the ace of hearts, not one

of them could be thrown away without |

causing him embuargassment. This was
confirmed by his mind's picture of
West's band at the same veriod of plav.

| With the division of cards the same as
in North's hand, West could spare a
heart and still retain the mastery over
North's cards, It was clear to him,
therefore, that a trick would be lost
through a final diseard in diamonds.
In other words, the cards he held hav-
ing an apparent valuation of two tricks
would be worth eply one triek at the
conclusion of his partner's diamond
play. North, therefore, adopted the
simple expedient of leading the king of

another trick with the queen.

The final result, of course, showed
| eight tricks for North and South, giv-
ing them an overline score of three
hundred points, the limit of possibil-
| ities reached by careful play.

The point in this hand that bears the
| relationship to the text of this article

in South’s handling of his partner’s

| decond lead. It demonstrated the play- |

er's recognition of the faet that prior
sctlon of his partner was based upon
| certain expected wvalue in his hand.
| South realized the success of the hand
depended upon the making of hia dia-
|mnnd suit. Instead of making the ace
of diamonds, stampeded by the thought
| of n lost opportunity to do so, he
| passed the immediate chance, conscious
| that the obligution of partnership could
rot be fulfilled by suech a narrow view
of the situation,

It is to be noted that the adverse

) contract could eusily have been made
were two trickas forthcoming in dia-
monds instead of five.

Another angle to the subject is the
switeching of the lead for the purpose
of locating certain cards knowledge of
whose position is necessary for the
carrying out of succesaful defence. The
following hand, taken from actual play
in a recent game, {llustrates the point:

# K964
Q74

O
=

4107

KQUI0Z A965

8532 QJI04

AR & J953
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Each year Mr. and Mrs. Berwind |

the largest and most |

spades in order to establish and make |

building of a new terrnce in the restol
the villa, Now thias terrace is W
completed with the addition of &
and marble tea houses, The
permit was issued during the week lae
it and aceording to this the estimeied
cost is $50,000, though the netual g
| will probably be far above this amemt

Mra. Caperton and Misa ’*l\!a;,*
Caperton, wife and daughter Bow
Admiral and Mrs. William B. Caperten,
at present of Philadelphia, are %o M
turn to Newport this summer.
uccupuvd apartments here last sommer
and Miss Caperton took quite s premi-
part in the young social life of the
city, as she did when her parents weee
stationed at the Narragansett Beg nee
vul station.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Gordon Dougles, of
New York, are expected to take s pob
tage here this summer snd the sa
nouncement of a rental to Mr. and M
Whnodbury Blair, of Washington, whe
lnst summer occupied Sunnylea, in geon
expected, us is one to Mr, and M
HBecckman Winthrop, of Washingtos,
Mr. Winthrop having been here recent-
ly cottage hunting.

It was announced durin
that Mr. and Mrs. William
of New York, had rented the A.
estate on Brenton Road, and among the
absentees who are expected st
their summer homes during the eoming
season are Mrs. Ogden Goelet, M.
Henry Clews, Mrs, William B,
Robert W. Goelet, Mr. and Mrs, John
Drexel, Mr. and Mrs. Jozeph E. Widener
and Mrs. Alexander 8. Clarke.

thio wesk
ar M
M. Coats

Miss Caroline Ogden Jones has
ill at her cottage, Mid Cliff, and hss
her sister, Miss Fanny Jones, New
York, with her. Mr. and Mrs.
MeCagg have also been her guests

Mr. and Mrs. William Goadby Leew
are changing their summer home
tion this year. For the last two sé
sons they have occupied [nchlqul.n‘nhl
they have given up that vills and
lensed from William E. Carter his &
tate on Narragansett Avenue, Quarter
| foil.

—

e e ———

Seore, rubber game, love-all
South declared one roysl, West over

calling with two hearts. Supporting
bids by both partners brought it
around to South, who declared thres

royals, West again overcalled, bidding
four hearts, and South went 10 four
royals, his partner dropping out.
final contract was royals s
South, East raising once more after b
partner's refusal.

Upon the play-off West led the #ee
of clubs an.r lile:'. the king, she
|by the conventional method !ﬂ:y
two in the suit and a desire “l.rili:
With South ruffing the second
however, further trick taking “n"
part of East and West recoived & A
den check, North and South making
small slam, as the cards plainly “.(

Criticism cannot well be made
the club opening on the han

g

d, but the
*kmg ghould have been led, not H
Where the limit of bidding is
reached, as exemplified in this
[ making few losing tricks possible,
| utmost importance of showing “ﬂ“
| earliest possible moment the loea
| of actual trick winners cannot %
| ctrongly impressed upon players
fending the hand. However near it
goal of extra gains may lPl’“"u_
| eunnot often be resched by m¢
| ods that at onee will be clest L
'a partner. Anxiety to correct \
Impressions at the outset of piayY
usually leads to forced plays d":i’"
ing in their results to the side ma L]
them. Witness the case of West e
he had shown at once the lontw:,u
{the mce of clubs by leading the Wif8
first there would have bees no K‘_:L
| sion for the continuation of the su
| Instead, a switch to hearts hl;;bl!
| clared suit, in which Fast P”m
| held the mce by rewson of his "‘
support, would have left it opt
with his partner whether to overtake
or not.
East's obvious play would be ¢
West's high eard led and relur‘!:’d‘
| suit. Three tricks then made "ng
| have saved the game, besfiles n¢ e
| & handsome bonus in the honor ce'®
l O

me where I

sl
hand,

the

the
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“Will

can see the candelabra

“All canned goods s on

| floor,” replied the new clerk.
Magazine
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